arches and beautiful porticos, its hand-
some facade of eleven entrances and its
carved and painted roofs and decorations,
were gradually coming into shape. The
fear of the Khalifa that he would not live
long enough to see this beautiful Jami4
Mosque completed, became more acute as
the work progressed, and the day came
when Abd al-Rahman the Wise and Vic-
torious lay wrapt in a white shroud in one
of the chambers of Al-Cazar. This sad
occurrence was announced to the people
of Cordoba from the very pulpit of Al-
Jami* from which the Khalifa had hoped
to deliver Khutba to his people. It is
regrettable that the man who so lovingly
commenced this noble edifice could not
live long enough to see it finished.

completion in 794
A.D. was reserved for his favourite son
Hashim I, who like his father, took a
keen interest in this project. This Mosque
J#mic of Cordoba is surrounded by high
thick walls flanked by strong tower butt-
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